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wliicli he is engaged of much importance, un-
less to call forth the exercise of generosity and
faithfulness, grafted on patriarchal hospitality.
To introduce state-affairs9 would raise the style
above comedy; though a small spice of them
would season the converse of swains. Upon
this head I cannot say more than to recom-
mend the study of the character of Eumseus in
the .Odyssey, which, in Mr. Pope's translation,
is an exquisite and invaluable drawing from na-
ture, that would suit some of our country El-
ders of the present day.

There must be love in the plot, and a happy
discovery; and peace and pardon may be the
reward of hospitality, and honest attachment
to misguided principles. When you have once
thought of a plotj and brought the story into
form. Dr. Biacklock, or Mr. BL Mackenzie,
may be useful in dividing it into acts and
scenes; for in these matters one must pay
some attention to certain rules of the drama*
These you could afterwards fill up at your lei-
sure. Butj whilst I presume to give a few well-
meant hints, let me advise you to study the
spirit of my namesake's dialogue/1* which is

natural

Allan Ramsay, in the Gentle Shepherd.
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